	IT support of homeland security to be focus at research center
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	COLORADO SPRINGS -- IT to support homeland defense will be the focus of a slate of initiatives sponsored by a cross-disciplinary research center here supporting the U.S. Northern Command and the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD). 

The homeland security research program was kicked off at the NORAD/US Northern Command Research Focus Symposium and co-hosted by the Network Information and Space Security Center (NISSC) on Dec. 10. The symposium focused on homeland defense doctrine, technology, communications, information management and threats. 

"We're developing partnerships to tap some of the best local, regional and national talent from academia, industry, civilian government agencies and military," said Bill Ayen, director of the NISSC. "Underlying this is the common thread of information systems as a critical enabler. We're trying to weave these various disciplines into a common focus on homeland security." 

The NISSC was chartered in 2002 and received a $2 million grant from the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, a Pentagon agency. Fourteen universities contributed research topics at the initial symposium, which will become a yearly event to advance homeland defense technology and knowledge. 

"We are taking private-sector entrepreneurial and virtual business models and applying it to these cross-disciplinary issues related to homeland security," Ayen said. 

The U.S. Space Command, based at Peterson Air Force Base here, assumed the new mission of computer network attack and defense in 1999. Space-based systems will carry an ever-increasing load for homeland security, Ayen said, becoming critical infrastructure for command and control, intelligence and communications. 

Among the universities participating in the homeland defense research symposium were the U.S. Air Force Academy, the University of North Carolina, Colorado State University, the National Defense University in Washington, the University of Denver and the Metropolitan College of New York. 
Cross-disciplinary research centers are receiving a wave of funding from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the military organizations supporting the homeland defense mission. Earlier this month, Carnegie Mellon University announced the formation of CyLab, a cooperative effort between CERT Coordination Center, which is based at the school, and several university departments. CyLab received a $6 million federal research grant. Private companies can join CyLab by purchasing memberships allowing them to commercialize CyLab research. 
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Mark Willoughby, CISSP, is a 20-year IT industry veteran and journalist with degrees in computer science and journalism. For the past seven years, he has tracked security and risk management start-ups and is a managing consultant at MessagingGroup, a Denver-based content development specialist.
The NISSC, based at the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, has five full-time employees and benefits from the research of approximately 40 University of Colorado academics. Other DHS and homeland security research grants have gone to the University of Southern California, the University of Wisconsin and others, according to Ayen. 

"We will have announcements regarding more funding, research projects and partnerships with other Air Force, Defense Department, civil agencies, industry and academia," Ayen said. "The scope of the homeland defense challenge is so large it will take multiple efforts and research centers to ensure this country remains secure. We're going to use partnerships to tap some of the best local, regional, and national talent from industry, other universities, industry, civil government and the military." 

Source: Computerworld
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