	Publication: The New York Sun; Date:2003 Dec 22; Section:New York; Page 4
	

	MCNY Launching Disaster Management Program 

Designed in Response to 9/11, It Will Train Emergency Managers 

By KA THLEEN LUCADAMO Staff Reporter of the Sun 


   Disaster training is coming to Lower Manhattan. 
   Just blocks away from the World Trade Center site, Metropolitan College of New York is launching the state’s most extensive degree in disaster management next month. “It was designed in response to 9/11,” said Michael Maurer, the head of the school’s new Emergency and Disaster Management Program. 
   Metropolitan, formerly Audrey Cohen College, will offer a master’s of public administration degree in disaster management. A class of 20 is expected to start January 12. 
   School officials were exploring new degree programs two years ago, but watching the twin towers fall 15 blocks from their school cemented plans for a disaster management degree,they said. 
   “The way the world changed after September 11 and the new concerns about emergency planning, it made sense,” said the school’s president, Stephen Greenwald. 
   They collected input from the federal Office of Emergency Management and the Office of Emergency Management before developing the program, which the state approved last month. 
   “There is definitely a need for this program,” according to a manager with FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute, B. Wayne Blanchard. “Disaster losses are growing at an alarming rate. Disaster losses in this country are estimated at $50 billion per year — almost a billion a week.” 
   The year-long program requires students to complete nine courses on dealing with emergencies from blackouts to bioterrorism attacks. 
   The three-credit courses will focus on the cultural, economic, and public health impacts of disasters, such as 9/11, Chernobyl and Hurricane Andrew, Mr. Maurer said. Students are required to complete an emergency backup plan for an office or agency as a final project. 
   Each student will volunteer at an agency that handles disasters, including the Red Cross, Salvation Army, airlines, and the fire and police departments. Many of the students work at these agencies, Mr. Maurer said. 
   “We were hearing from people at the MTA, Port Authority, and NYPD, that this was something they felt their staff needed,” Mr. Maurer said. 
   OEM has agreed to accept two interns and its staff has been tapped to teach. 
   “We are interested in the program at Metropolitan College as it will help increase the number of formally trained emergency managers,” said OEM’s commissioner, John Odermatt. 
   Metropolitan, located at the corner of Canal and Varick streets, shut for a week after the World Trade Center was attacked in 2001. 
   New York City — particularly Lower Manhattan — is an ideal spot for a program in disaster management, FEMA officials said. 
   “Just the size of the city and the density makes it vulnerable to whatever disaster comes its way, whether it’s a snowstorm, hurricane or another terrorist attack,” Mr. Blanchard said. 
   The school has also proposed a master’s degree in homeland security, which they hope to offer next September. It would be the first such degree in the state. 
   FEMA provides assistance to emergency management programs at 103 colleges, including the John Jay School of Criminal Justice. 
   Mr. Blanchard said new college-level programs that deal with hazards and disasters are growing at a rate of almost two a month. This year, 25 programs opened, he said. 
   “There is a growing need for colleges to play a more vibrant role in producing a new generation of emergency managers,” Mr. Blanchard said. 


